Usefulness of color Doppler sonography in a growing skull fracture: case report.
A case of an 11-month-old infant with a growing skull fracture is described. The patient was admitted with disturbance of consciousness and left hemiparesis after a severe head injury. A pulsating protrusion appeared over the fracture line 1 month later. Color Doppler sonography revealed cerebral herniation and cystic lesion via the bony defect, together with an intracranial arterial flow pattern detected in the extracranial space. Color Doppler sonography was very useful in the diagnosis of growing skull fracture and in the evaluation of the intracranial state, including hemodynamics in this case. Successful surgical treatment was performed on the basis of sonographic data and the patient was discharged 3 months later without motor deficits.